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INTRODUCTION 

In New Zealand, the farm labour situation is some hat 

unique in tbat on~ labour unit can care tor a comparatively 

large amount of stock and land. The amonnt of non-family 

labolll' involved is small and a considerable proportion of' 

farmere do not have any assistance. Although the need for 

general a sistance ia not very great, there bas proved to be 

a need f'or ssistance _of a apecialised type, involving short 

periods of work by employees of very good quality, and the 

concept of group employment of farm labour has risen from this 

need. 

The earliest instance which has been traced of group 

employment of' farm labour occurred in the arkworth (North 

Auckland) branch of Pedei-ated Farmers in 1 945. Single men 

were then employed by that branch to be available to members, 

but the organisation later came to grief. In 1 947, at Sanson, 

near Palmerston North, the local bJ-anch of' Federated Farmers 

started similar or~anisation at the instigation of a Mr. c. 
Eglinton, of Sanson, R•D• Thi organisation, initially a 

loose arrangement whereby one man would work on the fwrns of 

members for short periods, aa developed by • Eglinton into 

11 org nised arrangenent with three married employees of 

the branch, vailabl to all members, living in specially 

built te hou es. These houses were opened by the then 

iniater of Agr-iculture, the Honourable • Cullen, and it 
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was apPropriate that the occasion wa marked by ome ceremony 

for this later proved to ve been the inauguration of the 

first of a large number of successful gr-oup farm labour 

schemes in tbe Dominion. 

The · ch mes, however , did not exist in any large numbers 

until about 1 952 so tbat only comparatively recently have they 

been of any significance. lt as r cogoised th t they repres

ented a n f ature on the agricultural scene about bicb very 

little was koo n. The present study as, therefore~ undertaken 

in tbe hope of bringing to light the nature of group employ

ment of farm labour, the extent to Which it existed in New 

zealand, and the contribution which it made to the farms 

concerned. In addition, the experiences and advice of exist• 

ing sche shave been collected together in the hope that this 

might provide assistance in the setting up of new schemes. 
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