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L REFACE
. tate housing areas are an acecepted and typical part of the lew Zealand

urban landscape, lHowever, little research has been carried out on this
topdc and existing findings in the diseiplines of geogr:phy, sociology,
education and architecture are largely unrelated, The need for further and
more intensive investization has been stressed by Fool in his study of the
are:l groupings of the social charicteristics of imbabitants of the :auclkdand
urban arec, rool defined . tate housing areas as one of his tem "social
regions' and congluded that " tate suburbs are unigue and their charucter
and problems require separate msearch".1 ‘his thesis aims to investiate
the physic:]l characteristics of a . tate housing suburb and the demographic
and social characteristics of its residents. The hypothesis will be explored
that within a suburb planned by the .tate, different policie: on houzing
aduinistration hive led to different desocgraphic patterns,

‘he name 'Takarc® 4s applied loosely and inconsistenily by residents
in Falzerston lNorth to a wide area to the west of the city. For Lie purposes
of this the=is Takaro 1s defined as the part on the out:kirts of the eity
that was planned as an entity by the Housing Uivision of the iiinistry of
works, also including lonrad . treet :s a boundary (Figsure 3), Takaro covers
an area of 287 acres and contained in Aug.st 1969 an estimated 3,368 pecple.
It is 2 relatively new housing suburb, for the main period of building cone
struction was between 1959 and 1966, The majority of houses are s tate-built
(52 per cent) or :tate-financed group houses (22 per cent)., The resaining
private houges include a number built for the Department of Faori Affairs.

This study consists of a survey and an analysis of findings and iheir

iaplications, The basic research tool was an interview szurvey carried out

in order to gain information related to the aims of the thesis. The nature

of the survey and the sethods used are detailed in Appendix A, The work is



iii,
in three parts, “he first establishez the legislative setiting, in which the
introduction of Ctate housin: in llew e:land, its growth and development are
cutlined, The second con:cists of the study of Takaro, its physical growth
and structwe, and of the decographic and socio-econonic characteristics of
the residents and their patterns of coumunity interaction, In the third part
the implications of tate policies are discussed upon the basis of research
findings and suggestions are made for future policies.

The author is grateful for the supervi:zion and encouragement of Irofessor

K.». Thomson and ¥r B,5 i, aunders of the Cecgraphy lepartuent, Massey
University. Appreciation is also extended to the wembers of the Housing
Division of the Ministry of V.orks, l'almerston lorth, for their very willing
assistance; to the Town I'lamning Department of ihe lalmerston liorth City
Council for their co-gperation and providing the base cap for Ffigure j: to
ikr B,J, 4llen for his constructive criticism; to liss |, .cott of the Lentral
thotogriphic Unit, i‘assey University, for reproduction of pholographs, maps
and graphs and to irs J,U, Herbert for typing the final munuseript, Thanks
are also due to the many others who have assisted in a variety of ways,
includiag the people of laimaro for their interest and cow-operation in the

interview survey,

ieferenges:

1. FPool, 1959(a), 115.
2. Estimate based on interview survey, see reference 2, Chapter III,
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