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Abstract

This thesisisan exploration of the first year experiences of five Maori women who
attended atertiary institution in Aotearoa as mature students. Situatedinthe contextof
highereducation and studentlife, theirfirst year experiencesincludes challenges related to
childhood school experiences, language and culture clashes. The importance of collectivist
Maori values as a form of Maori identification supports them through theiracademicjourneys.
Interviews with five mature Maori women revealed the conflictand cultural dissonance
between western University values and Maori cultural values thatimpacted on theirfirst years
of study. It wasalso clear that Maori values such as whanau and whanaungatangawere
critical to providing cultural support forthese women. Findings also show that for these Maori
women the practice of Maori values contributes to theiridentity as Maori women and also to
the wellbeing of theirwhanau, haptandiwi. These stories explore how the mature Maori
women in this study, overcame the very powerfulinfluence of ne gative experience as children

within the state education systems, to begin tertiary study laterin life.
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